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From the editors...  

 Gehlen-Aire Vol 1 2018-2019“Open our hearts, Lord. Teach 
us to pray” Luke 11:1-4

709 Plymouth St. 
Le Mars, Iowa

This year’s Journalism class is 
small yet mighty! Thank you for 
your patience as we gathered our 
coverage from the first portion 
of the school year. We have add-
ed a couple new spotlights this 
year. An addition of elementary 
and junior high news will pro-
vide a larger scope of coverage. 
The goal of this year’s Gehlen-
Aire is to create a better sense of 
community here at Gehlen. 

We Are Gehlen Catholic. 
Elliotte Herbst 
Grace Kreber

Mrs. Alison Schilling

A Run at State
By Elliotte Herbst

CYO Coaches
of the Year

Will Roder Awarded 
3rd Place at State

This year we had one runner make 
to state and that was Will Roder. This 
is his second year running at the state 
tournement. He has gotten 1st place 
in 7 out of the 8 meets this season. He 
won the district meet on October 18th 
in West Sioux with a time of 17:04.45. 
His best time out of the whole season 
was 16:50.1. He placed 3rd at the 
state cross country meet on Saturday 
October 27th in Fort Dodge. He had 
a personal record time of 16:32.00. 
We look forward to watching him run 
next year as a Senior! 

By Elliotte Herbst

Gehlen Catholic Volleyball 
and Football coaches, Mike 
Meyer and Jeremy Schindler 
were awarded Catholic Youth 
Organization (CYO) Coaches of 
the year. Below they hold their 
plaques awarded to them during 
a home Volleyball game.  

Once again the girls got their ticket punched for the 2018 state 
tournament. This is the 9th year that coach Mike Meyer has brought 
the Gehlen Catholic Volleyball team to state. The Lady Jays won their 
first round but lost the second against Holy Trinity Catholic. 

Katelyn Langel prepares for a kill 
during the first round match against 
East Mills.
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Homecoming 

No matter where you live or what school you attend, you can bet 
that Homecoming week will be a blast. Homecoming week is full of 
fun things for Gehlen Catholic that lead up to the biggest event that 
everyone looks forward to, Homecoming Royalty.
 This year, the girls running for Queen were Anna Britt, Katie 
Peters, Aubree Nilles, Katelyn Langel, and Sage Goergen. The boys 
running for king were Adam Schuch, Caden Kniep, Drew Paulson, 
Adam Berkenpas, and Cody Schmidt. We had emcees Ally Aquino, 
Bj Mairose, and Melinda Zubrod. Our cute little ring Bearers were 
Paige Bickford and Lane Harpenau. And lastly, the big reveal, we had 
Queen, Aubree Nilles and King, Caden Kniep.
 Homecoming is an annual Tradition where we have a week full of 
activities, and dress up days that lead up to the Homecoming Royalty 
and the big football game. Each day of the week is a different 
dress up day for the High school and Junior High students. These 
themes were Movie Monday, Pajama Day (Tuesday), Crazy Sock 
Wednesday, Music Genre (Thursday), and Spirit Day on Friday. On 
Friday we have Jay Olympics, where the High School students play 
a series of games at the park. On Friday we also have the Royalty 
event, the Parade, and of course the Homecoming Dance.

Homecoming

Back row: BJ Mairose, Adam Schuch, Caden Kniep, Aubree Nilles, 
Cody Schmidt, Adam Berkenpas, and Drew Paulson. Front row: 
Katie Peters, Melinda Zubrod, Katelyn Langel, Lane Harpenau, 
Paige Bickford, Ally Aquino, Sage Goergen, and Anna Britt. 

Right: Anna Britt 
and Adam Schuch 
are playing a game 
to see who comes 
out as King and 
Queen. 

Above: Seniors, BJ Mairose, Jared Morris, 
Adam Schuch, and Caden Kneip dress as 
characters from the movie, The Hangover. 

Right: Crown Bearers, Lane Harpenau and 
Princess, Paige Bickford pose for a picture prior 
to coronation.

Below: Mrs. Schilling, Mrs. Hausmann, Mrs. 
Langel, Mrs. Kellen, Mrs. Harpenau, and Mrs. 
Schipper pose as characters from The Sandlot.

By Elliotte Herbst

Below: High School students participate in Jays Olympics 
on Friday morning during Homecoming week. 
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Homecoming

The 2018 homecoming theme was The Jays are Living on a Prayer.  
Students were all decked out for this year’s Homecoming dress 
up days.  Movie Monday started the week off.  There were lots 
of fun and creative costumes from White Chicks to Monsters Inc.  
Tuesday was pajama/comfy day and there were some great onesies!  
Wednesday we had Mass and all students were able to wear crazy 
socks to help keep up the Homecoming festivities.  Thursday was 
Music Genre day: Freshmen were country, Sophomores were disco, 
Juniors were rap and Seniors were rock.
 Friday we had Jay Olympics and the cheerleaders did a great 
job on making it lots of fun despite the frigid cold temperatures.  
Coronation was eventful with Aubrey Nilles being named queen and 
Caden Kniep king. The parade followed shortly after coronation. 
This years parade setup was different. We traveled North on Central 
Ave rather than South.  Friday night we played Akron-Westfield.  
Sadly we lost 34-0 but it was still a great game!  The marching 
band’s halftime performance was incredible!  Homecoming this year 
was one to remember!

MOVIE DAY

PJ DAY

MASS/CRAZY SOCK DAY

MUSIC GENRE DAY

HOMECOMING FRIDAY

Above: Mary Ann Ruether and Kate 
Swanson - Class of 1963 prepare to 
present the gifts at Mass. 

Left: Caden Kneip and Aubree 
Nilles sit as newly crowned King 
and Queen. 

By Grace Kreber
Livin’ on a Prayer

Left: Homecoming royalty 
pose for the camera after a 
long day of photos. 
Above: Drew Paulsen’s 
senior photo is displayed 
afterhaving been part of the 
skit. 

Above: Ashlyn Bollin dressed in 
character from the movie, ET. 

Above: Seniors, Izzy Kessenich, 
Cody Schmitt, Meredith Kellen, 
Thomas Pohlen, and Megan Puhl 
dressed as the characters from the 
Wizard of Oz. 

Right: Seniors, Mitchell 
Hunt, Meredith Kellen, and 
Drew Paulsen warm up in 
their pajamas and discuss 
whether they should eat 
more chicken or beef.

Below: Senior, 
Oskar Miller poses 
as a rock star during 
Music Genre Day. 

Above: Junior High students, Zayne 
Weiland, Connor Kraft, Aiden 
Spangler, and Keaton Logan stop 
for a picture in their pajamas. 
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The rest of the team watches as the 
boys play at the Granville field. 

Sydney is down in ready 
position to get any ball 
that comes her way. 

It’s sad to think that it’s time to put the gloves and cleats in the 
garage and open up the old bookbag and wear those worn out 
tennis shoes. That’s right, it’s that time of year again to look back 
on the great softball and baseball memories.
Softball
This last year the girls softball team had a record of 12-16 with 
only 3 seniors and 8 returning starters. The head coach for the girls 
team was Tony Gunter along with assistant coaches Alyssa Louison 
and Jolee Linden. The team lost seniors Kennedy Heying, Brooke 
Woerdehoff, and Mckenna Alesch.  
The softball season may not have ended the way we had hoped, but 
we have high hopes for next year. The softball team plans to work 
on all aspects of the game to improve to make next season one to 
remember. Next year the softball team will have 5 seniors: Katie 
Peters, Anna Britt, Elliotte Herbst, Sage Goergen, and Meredith 
Kellen.
Baseball
Last year the boys baseball team did well with a record of 12-
15, 10 seniors and 8 returning starters. The head baseball coach 
was Grier Milledgen with assistant coaches Roman and Solomon 
Freking. They lost seniors Colin Budden, Izaac Herbst, Elijah 
Freking, Cole Witgen, Xavier Roberts, Lucas McCarty, Cole 
Linden, Jordan Von Arb, James Kellen, and Mason Kellen.  
The baseball team did not have a great  start but they ended with 
some big wins. Without the big senior class, the team plans to 
step it up to make it a great season of wins. This next coming year 
the team will have 4 seniors: Mitchell Hunt, Cody Schmit, Drew 
Paulson, and Jason Konz.

Softball and Baseball 

Christian Leadership Team

Chloe Bunkers, Sydney Livermore 
and Josie Kolbeck stand during the 
national anthem before playing a big 
game 

The non starters of the team and the 
coaches stand durng the playing of 
the national anthem.

Right: CLT 
members strike 
a pose outside 
of King’s Pointe 
waterpark. It seems 
as though Mitchell 
Hunt was most 
excited about it.

The 2018-2019 Christian Leadership Team, 
under the direction of Mrs. Alissa Schipper, 
develops, plans, and executes numerous faith-
based activities for PK-12 students at Gehlen 
Catholic throughout the school year. Not only do 
they share their faith and talents with Gehlen, but 
they also coordinate service projects around the 
community. So far this year, CLT has coordinated 
small group activities for high school retreats, a 
Halloween fun night, and “No Shave November” 
with funds helping to cure cancer. Additionally, 
CLT plans the Fall Service Day to aid members 
of the community. None of this could be 
accomplished without a strong leader like Mrs. 
Schipper. She goes above and beyond to guide 
and assist students towards more fulfilling faith 
and service in their lives. 

Below: CLT met in August for team for 
team-building and fellowship prior to the 
start of the schoolyear. 

By: Elliotte Herbst
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This year the volleyball team was focused on redemption: to 
become state champs after last year losing in the championship as 
state runner-up. They lost seniors Kayla Mayer, Abbie Dickman, 
Krista Lipp and Kathryn Ripley; however, they hold strong with 
these Seniors leading the way, Katie Peters, Anna Britt, Brooklyn 
Heissel, Katelyn Langel, and Aubree Nilles. 
 The girls have spent many countless hours in the gym and weight 
room to prepare for this season and have set goals for themselves 
and for the team. Some of these goals include winning the Sheldon 
and HMS tournaments, return to the state tournament, and winning 
the state tournament, but they also want to have fun while doing 
so. They have started off well with a record of 24-4 with 3 more 
games until the state tournament. 
 Individually the team has done well. Katie Peters is 4th in the 
conference with 263 kills and Katelyn Langel is 8th with 200 kills. 
Anna Britt is 7th in the conference with 383 assists and Sydney 

Livermore close behind in 8th with 366 assists and 149 kills. 

 

Volleyball 

Football 
By: Elliotte Herbst

We are a young team, but we are mighty. Football is the one sport that 
everyone looks forward to. Ending the season was a huge loss for all of us.  
We started and ended the season on a not so high note, with that one little win 
in the middle, But we have high hopes for years to come. Mr. Schindler plans 
to rebuild the football team after losing the graduating class of 2018. 
 We ended the season this year with a record of 1-8-0 with 8 seniors. 
The seniors this year were Caden Kneip, Jared Morris, B.J Mairose, Mitchell 
Hunt, Ethan Mousel, Dylan Olof, Adam Schuch, and Adam Berkenpas. We 
had coaches Jeremy Schindler, Paul Ellensohn, and Cole Heissel. We may 
have started the season with slow start, but we ended well with the last two 
games of the season. In the last game of the season, we reached our record 
scoring of 26 points against HMS. We had many injuries this season that did 
not go well for us. The big one is that we lost our Defensive Tackle Caden 
Kneip during the first game of the season and we lost our quarterback Peyton 
Rochford. 
 Since we lost our quarterback, we had a newbie step in. Freshman 
Ryan Livermore stepped in for us and lead our offense well for the season. 
His longest touchdown was 84 yards. We had another new face on the field. 
We had freshman Dylan Lehman as our running back and defensive halfback. 

Dylan has 96 rushing attempts and 412 yards in rushing. 

Above: Senior photo courtsey of Scott Linden

Below: Action shots from the season

Left: Jacob 
Nemmers carries 
the ball during 
the game against 
Woodbury Central.
Below left: Ryan 
Livermore prepares 
for a throw. 
Below right: 
Seniors, Adam 
Schuch, Mitchell 
Hunt, and Jared 
Morris walk to the 
center of the field 
for the coin toss. 

By Elliotte Herbst
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We had the annual Drive 4 UR school. Anyone 18 or older 
could test drive a new car from Jenson Auto and Gehlen 
Catholic received $20 for each test drive. Additonally, when a 
Ford Fusion was test drove, the school received another $10. 
This year there was a contest to motivate each class to get 
more drivers. Although no class won, the school did reach the 
monetary goal of $6000. The profit for this fundraiser will be 
put towards Gehlen Catholic School’s operating budget and 
tuition assistance programs. 

 Now that this year is over, it is time for these runners to start 
looking to next fall. They will all have to work harder than the 
year before to all achieve their goals. 
 The Cross Country team has had a great season this year. They 
have had relatively big teams for the past 2 years. Seniors: 
Melinda Zubrod and Justin Schmit. Juniors: Addison Weber, 
Anthony Vera, and Will Roder. Sophomores: Trevor Oloff, 
Patricia Sitzmann, Jeff Augustine, and Reese Bock. Freshman: 
Kailey Sitzmann, Hannah Zubrod, Carver Ruhland, Bryan Schmit, 
and Rylee Kroll. 
 The team felt that the season went very well. They had their ups 
and their downs, but for next year they plan to do a lot during the 
summer to prepare for next year. They will do plenty of summer 
workouts and of course lots of running. Next year the team will 
lose Melinda Zubrod and Justin Schmit. 

Cross Country 

The boys cross country team pray as a team before running a very 
long race. 

Hannah Zubrod focused on 
her run at the meet. 

Drive 4 UR School 

Above: Carver 
Ruhland makes strides 
towards the finish line. 

Left: Addison Weber 
continues her race with 
determination. 

Right: Members of 
the Gehlen Catholic 
Honor Society await 
drivers at Drive 4 
UR School event.

The Junior High volleyball and football teams had great seasons.  Both 
squads had received new uniforms and they looked amazing!  Congrats 
on two wonderful seasons! 

The 2018 Junior High volleyball season was a success! There were 
30 students out for volleyball this year.  Both 7th and 8th grade teams 
played a total of 12 games.  Seventh grade earned 13 wins and 7 losses.  
Eighth grade had 10 wins and 2 ties.  Great job to both 7th and 8th grade 
volleyball girls!

Junior High Football also had a successful 2018 season.  They had 22 
students participating this year. Seventh and eighth grade teams played 
a total of 6 games this season.  Seventh grade won 5 games and lost 
1.  Eighth grade had 4 wins, 1 loss, and 1 tie.  Congratulations on a 
wonderful season. 

By the looks of it, we have an athletic group of junior high students that 
will soon join our high school teams over the next couple years. We 
can all look forward to future successes in volleyball and football in the 
years to come. 

By Grace Kreber

The Future is Looking GOOD

By: Elliotte Herbst 
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The football cheer season for 2018 was eventful! From cheer camp to 
homecoming, the cheerleaders were very busy. The cheer squad does 
so much to help boost school spirit. A few of these include: locker tags, 
elementary cheer camp, Jay Olympics, window paintings, homecoming 
routine performance, and many more!  When asked what she liked best 
about cheer, Madeline said, “I really like the games especially when we 
win.” She also said, “I like to support the boys.” Sage’s favorite part 
about cheer is “Friday night lights with all my friends.”  Overall the 
football cheer season was a huge success this year! The football cheer 
squad included: Grace Kreber, Sage Goergen, Elliotte Herbst, Ally 
Aquino, Sydney Logan, Madaline Begnoche, Lexi Niichel, Jamie Hunt, 
Lillian Harpenau, Lillian Kessenich, Lauren Harpenau, Morgan Murphy, 
Sarah Stegge, Emily Klein, Marit Heinen, Elizabeth Hansen, Harlie 
Tesch, Hannah Gries and Madi Mousel.  Cheer coaches for the season 
are Jenni Vacura and Tami Logan, this is their second year coaching.  

One of the biggest fundraisers the cheerleaders carry out every year 
is the little girls and boys cheer camp.  At this year’s cheer camp the 
elementary kids learned two cheers and performed at the halftime of 
the football game that Friday night.  Each participant got a t-shirt and 
a temporary tattoo to wear that Friday evening when they performed.  
Everyone worked hard and did an amazing job!  The cheerleaders 
loved spending the afternoon preparing the young spirit squad for their 
performance.  Sage said that her favorite part about the cheer camp 
was “when all the little kids see you around school and say ‘That is my 
cheerleader buddy.’” Madeline also commented “it was fun teaching the 
kiddos all the cheers I’ve learned.”  Both the cheerleaders and kids had 
such a wonderful time at cheer camp and it is always a crowd favorite at 
the game as well.  

By Grace Kreber

Football Cheerleading 2018

Marching Band to Alamo Bowl
By Grace Kreber

Below: Senior band members from left to 
right, Cody Schmit, Megan Puhl, Thomas 
Pohlen, Meredith Kellen, Tyler Zenk, 
Isabelle Kessenich, Mitchell Hunt

Band photos courtesy of 
Mrs. Laurie Kellen

 From performing at halftime for home football games to competing all 
over NW Iowa, the marching band has had a wonderful season.  Their first 
competition was Millard West Wildcat Classic, they received 1st place class 
C and 11th overall.  StarFest was their second competition and they received 
1st place in class 1A.  At the IHSMA State Marching Band Contest the band 
received a Division 1 rating.  Dutchmen Field Championships their final 
competition the band received 1st place class 1A.  At the Dutchmen Field 
Championships the band received many special awards including: best color 
guard, best drumline, best horn line and best drum major, Anthony Vera.  
When asked how he felt about getting the drum major award Anthony said 
“Very good it’s very humbling, we worked hard and when the season first 
started out as my first year being drum major, I wasn’t very sure of how well 
id do I continued to practice and we continued growing as a band I got more 
confident and it felt well deserved.”  
 “Lifescapes” was the marching bands theme this year.  The songs they 
performed were a collection of pop tunes including Running Just to Catch 
Myself, Clarity and Geranimo.  When asked why they choose this theme Mr. 
Niebuhr replied, “we wanted to put the focus on God and put a Christian 
spin on the collection, wanting to show how God guides us and cares for us 
throughout our lives.” The first song in the collection talks about the craziness 
of life, the second finding a remedy and the last song focuses on following 
your faith.    
 The band has received new band uniforms for the Alamo Bowl this December 
thanks to donors and to their fundraising of meats and sweets.  Good luck to 
the band who will be performing this December at the Alamo Bowl Festival 
and Half Time Program.  Congrats to the competition marching band this year, 
what a wonderful season! 

Above: Second grade girls 
pose for a picture prior to 
their performance at half-
time. 

Above: Cheerleaders and the 
Jaybird pep up the crowd during a 
home football game.

Left: Harlie Tesch, Emily Klein, 
Sydney Logan, and Elizabeth 
Hansen pose for a picture during a 
home football game. 
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World’s Finest Chocolate Sales
Elementary and Junior High students traveled near and far to sell 
the World’s Finest Chocolate treats for their annual fundraiser. After 
momentous motivation from their kick-off “SuperHeroes” skit and 
visions of prizes and out of dress code days danced in their heads, K-8 
students hit the ground running to sell a whopping $61, 387 worth of 
chocolate! Gehlen receives a 50% return in sales in which the funds 
are used for books, materials, and keeping tuition costs in check. As 
one elementary student explained, “selling chocolate is easy...almost 

everyone likes it and we get to enjoy it too!” 

Have you ever thought about what BIRDS actually is? Have you ever 
wondered if BIRDS only has something to do with the big Jaybird?

BIRDS is a way to get kids to have good behavior. One way that many 
people teach kids to have good behavior and manners is by rewarding 
them if they do something good. This is what Gehlen has decided to 
do with BIRDS. They reward kids that do good things with bird tracks. 
Bird tracks are tokens that kids receive that are worth points. There 
are small bird tracks and big bird tracks. The small ones are worth five 
points and the big ones are worth ten. Each class keeps track of their 
points and if a student reaches a certain amount of points then he or she 
is rewarded with maybe a fun day or a treat in class.

We asked many kids how they feel about BIRDS. “ I think that BIRDS 
is  awesome because then we get fun days and snacks,” says Emerson 
Schmidt, Fifth grade class 

We also asked teachers  how they feel about BIRDS and if they think 
that it is working. “ I think that BIRDS is a great way for the kids to 
respect teachers and it’s fun to see them happy when we get fun days” 
says Cheri Herbst, 3rd grade teacher. 

By Elliotte Herbst
B.I.R.D.S 

On Wednesday, 
October 24th 
an Annointing 
Mass was held. 
Students had 
the opportunity 
to extend their 
support for their 
loved onces 
while they were 
annointed with 
chrism oil. 

Right: Senior, Katie Peters 
welcomes elementary students 
to the first day of the 2018-
2019 school year with bubbles. 
The Christian Leadership Team 
provides unique faith-filled 
experiences for PK-12 all year long 
at Gehlen and in the community. 

Left: Carson Schaecher 
and Andrew Schilling 
cheer on the JAYS 
during the Homecoming 
parade. 

Students pose for a picture after the first Breakfast with the Birds 
celebration of the school year. Each month students who exhibit BIRDS 
behaviors are recognized during a breakfast in the library with Mrs. 
Nussbaum and their loved ones. 
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Student 
Spotlights

Olivia Bunkers is a 
Freshman whose positive 
personality has stood out to one 
of her teachers. Mrs. Schmitt. 
Olivia’s Science teacher, explains 
that “she comes to class excited 
to learn and relates new material 
to what she already knows. She is 
very enthusiastic!” Furthermore, 
Olivia contributes to class 
discussions, motivates others to 
participate, and demonstrates 
excellent behavior inside and 
outside the classroom showing 
respect to herself, peers, and 
teachers. Way to go, Olivia! 
Continue doing what you do best! 

Corra Yockey is an 8th 
grade student who has been 
recognized by her Literacy teacher, 
Mrs. Vacura. Corra excels in her 
academic performance, shows 
responsibility, exemplifies model 
character traits, and leads by 
example. Mrs. Vacura had this 
to say about Corra, “[she] is a 
wonderful student to have in the 
classroom. She is always smiling 
and positive, works hard in all she 
does , and is always very willing 
to help out those who need it. . . 
she does her best on all work and 
goves above and beyond what is 
expected.” Sounds the the year is 
off to a great start, Corra! 

Isaac Vaske is a Junior 
whose diligence and friendliness 
stands out to his Advanced 
Composition teacher, Mrs. 
Schilling. He excels in his 
academic performance, work 
ethic, and citzenship. In addition, 
his leadership skills shine 
through in the classroom as he 
accepts leadership roles without 
complaint, models personal 
responsibility, and contributes to 
class discussions regularly. Mrs. 
Schilling has this to say, “Isaac 
is a responsible student. Not only 
does he complete assignments 
on time, but he goes out of his 
way to find out what he’s missed 
after being absent. He takes 
responsibilty for his education and 
that is a huge accomplishment that 
will servie him well as a young 
adult.” Kudos to you, Isaac! Keep 
up the outstanding work! 

Congratulations to Addison 
Arens on being selected for 
NWIBA JH Honor Band! 

Addison & over 330 7th & 
8th grade band students from 
38 Northwest Iowa schools 
auditioned for a position in two 
honor bands. Approximately 
190 students were chosen. These 
selected students will perform 
a concert at Storm Lake High 
School, Saturday, November 3.

Information gathered from the Gehlen 
Catholic High School Facebook Page. 

NWIBA JH 
HONOR BAND

Veteran’s Day
2018

Above: Braden Bollin wins 
the Poppy Poster contest. 

Above: Kate 
Bonderson poses with 
the Legion Auxilary 
members. 
Right: Family 
members of veterans 
currently serving 
recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Right: Elizabeth 
Hitchler reads her essay, 
“What the Flag Means 
to Me”. 

Above: A member of the Legion 
carries out our country’s flag 
at the end of the Veteran’s Day 
service. 
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Fall Service Day
2018

Above: Mrs. Schilling and her crew 
for the day pose for a selfie. 

Below: Junior High students take 
time out of the day to build towers 
with the preschool students. 

Below: Service Day workers take a quick break with Mr. 
and Mrs. Ruhland. They were treated to hot chocolate, 
soda, and cookies after their hard work. 

Above: Students used tarps to move leaves from the yards to the trucks. 

Above: Raking leaves action shot. 
Service with a smile! 

Right: 
Junior High 
students 
visit a local 
nursing 
home and 
participate 
in activites 
with the 
residents. 

By Grace Kreber

This year’s annual fall service day was a huge 
success thanks to CLT and Mrs. Schipper! We stared 
the day off with mass for All Saints Day then worked 
with our small groups and played saint games and 
guessed the amount of candy in jars.  Junior High 
visited the nursing homes and daycare centers and 
other community projects in the morning.  Then junior 
high  raked leaves around the school in the afternoon.  
After our group discussions,  high school then split 
into raking groups and got to work.  The high school 
raked lawns around town for those who needed it.  It 
was a very successful fall service day.  Thank you 
again CLT and Mrs. Schipper for all the work you put 
in to make this day great! 
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Ally Aquino and Sydney Logan 
auditioned for All Iowa Dance 
Team on August 26.  Sydney 
and Ally made it on the All Iowa 
Dance Team!  They both made 
the kick dance. Only 224 dancers 
made the All Iowa Honor Team, 
over 500 dancers tryout.  They 
will practice on February 28th 
and March 1st. They perform 
March 2nd at the Girls Basketball 
Championship game in Des 
Moines.  Congrats ladies good 
luck!
Ally Aquino and Sydney Logan 
both performed at State Solo 
Dance at Newton High School on 
Saturday November 3rd.  Sydney 
and Ally competed against 75 
dancers in class 1A.   Ally placed 
7th overall in class 1A with her 
solo.   Sydney received 1st place 
in class 1A with her solo.  Great 
job to both of these ladies!

Dancing
      to       
        State

State Semi-Finalists

Gehlen Catholic volleyball team poses with their state semi-finalist 
trophy at the completion of their run for state. After an exciting first 
match win against East-Mills on Wednesday, Nov. 7, the Lady Jays 
fell to Holy Trinity the next night, ending their state tournament 
play. Congratulations to the team, coaches, and fans on a tremendous 
season!

Photo courtesy of Le Mars Sentinel

Peters Named to
2018 Academic All-State

As the Volleyball season came to an end, Senior, Katie Peters was 
named to the 2018 Academic All-State Team. In order to be part of 
this group, ladies must receive a minimum score of 27 on the ACT 
and hold a minimum GPA of 3.75. Recognition goes to Katie for 
her leadership on and off the court! 

All-Iowa Tenor

Trevor Oloff  was selected to 
participate in this years All State Choir.  
Thousands of students auditioned from 
all over the state of Iowa on Saturday, 
October 20th.  Trevor competed against 
several hundred other tenors.  Each 
judge can only pick 2-3 participants and 
Trevor was picked in the first round of 
the auditions.  Only 602 students are 
accepted on to the All State Choir.  The 
Choir practiced on November 16-17 
and performed the 17 at 7:30 at the at 
the Coliseum in Ames IA.  Congrats to 
Trevor for making the 2018 All State 
Choir! 

By Grace Kreber

By Grace Kreber
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Derek Nilles
Grade: Sophomore
Where are you from? Remsen, 
IA
Activities you are involved in? 
Football
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? The people are super 
friendly and I get along great 
with them.
Favorite color? Blue
Favorite app? Snapchat 
Favorite subject in school? 
Science 
One word that describes you? 
Social or outgoing 
Favorite animal? Dog
Hobbies you have? Sports and 
farming

Marit Heinen
Grade: Sophomore
Where are you from? Übach-
Palenberg, Germany
Favorite animal? My dog Kiera 
Activities you are involved in? 
Cheerleading and dance team
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? Everybody is so nice 
open and very interested. I made 
a lot of friends in a short time.
Favorite color? Pink 
Favorite app? Snapchat
Favorite subject in school? 
Spanish because it’s very 
similar to French.
One word that describes you? 
Fun
Favorite movie? High School 
Musical movies

Oskar Miller
Grade: Senior
Where are you from? Poland
Favorite subject in school? 
Health
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? Lunches 
Favorite color? Blue
Favorite app? Wykop (Polish 
social networking)
One word that describes you? 
Slav (member of group of people 
that speak Slavic languages)
Favorite movie? How I Survived 
the Second World War

Corey Buckholtz
Grade: 7th
Activities you are involved 
in or hobbies that you have? 
Basketball and soccer
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? I got to tryout for 
basketball. 
Favorite color?  Red
Favorite app? Hustle Castle
Favorite subject in school? 
Math
Favorite animal? Penguin
Favorite movie? Hotel for Dogs 
Favorite book? Book series CSI
One word that describes you? 
Tall

Ellen Hunt
Grade: 7th
Activities you are involved 
in or hobbies that you have? 
Volleyball, softball, band and 
choir.  For hobbies I like to play 
piano and read.
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? I like switching classes 
and having really great teachers.
Favorite color? Olive Green
Favorite app? Snapchat
Favorite subject in school? 
Language
Favorite animal? Giraffe 
Favorite movie? City of Bones 
Favorite book? The Mortal 
Instruments Series
One word that describes you? 
Compassionate

Haley Pohlen
Grade: 7th 
Activities you are involved 
in or hobbies that you have? 
Volleyball, softball and 
basketball
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? The nice students and 
teachers.
Favorite color? Green
Favorite app? Snapchat
Favorite subject in school? 
Math
Favorite animal? Giraffe 
Favorite movie? Herbie
Favorite book? The War That 
Saved My Life 
One word that describes you? 
Loving

Larissa Pohlen
Grade: 7th
Activities you are involved 
in or hobbies that you have? 
Volleyball, basketball, softball, 
riding my bike and track.
What do you like about Gehlen 
so far? I like how we have great 
teachers that explain things to 
us when you struggle with it.
Favorite color? Light purple
Favorite app? Candy Crush
Favorite subject in school? 
Math
Favorite animal? Panda
Favorite movie? Holes
Favorite book? Took
One word that describes you? 
Happy

Other new students in junior high and high 
school chose not to respond to our request.

Welcome 
to Gehlen 
Catholic!


